LIFTINSURANCE                               149

the work is undertaken by the engineering department of an
insurance company which is fully aware of the third party in-
surers' point of view. It is therefore the practice of some insurers
to arrange for third party surveyors to inspect lifts proposed for
insurance, with a view to making sure that, in addition to
mechanical security, all reasonable precautions are taken to
minimise the risk of accidents.

Passenger lifts are usually better risks, from the third party
insurance standpoint, than are combined passenger and goods
lifts and those constructed simply and solely for the conveyance
of goods. Passenger lifts are built with considerable regard for
the safety of human life, and at the present time are fitted with
elaborate devices to ensure this. When, however, lifts are de-
signed also or exclusively for the carriage of goods, the same
degree of care is not always exercised, particularly as regards
interlocking devices for gates and similar safety devices. Many
of the older goods lifts have no gate to the cage, and the landing
door openings are often inadequately protected.

The lift shaft must be satisfactorily protected thoughout its
height, for the lift policy provides an indemnity in respect of all
accidents to third parties arising out of the apparatus, whether
the person injured is being conveyed or not. Thus, legal liability
for an accident to a person falling down the shaft owing to in-
secure gate fastenings would be within the terms of the policy,
as would also liability for injuries caused by projections on any
part of the structure.

The surveyor will also satisfy himself that the lift is well
looked after and that minor defects receive prompt attention.
If at the time of the surveyor's visit it is found that gates (not
electrically-interlocking) have been left open on landings,
arrangements will have to be made for better supervision of
those responsible for the lift. The risk of over-loading should
be regarded from the point of view of ability to crowd more
persons on the lift floor than the cage is constructed to carry.
Care should be taken to observe that where cage gates are not
provided there is no risk of persons standing to the front of the
cage and hitting their heads on projecting floor ledges. This
means that the lift wall in which the gates are fitted should be
fenced throughout its height, and be free from projections of
any kind.

PERIODICAL INSPECTIONS

It is a condition of all lift policies that the apparatus be
periodically inspected by an independent competent person, and
usually it is stipulated that this shall take place about three